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Jump Start Bridge (JSB) Update 

January through June 2025 

Since expanding our resources and reach from a small trial program to a nationwide 
initiative, Jump Start Bridge has been able to achieve great educational strides.  JSB has 
brought bridge to multiple classrooms, schools and summer camps. 

 Our Results 

We have exceeded our expectations.  From January to June 2025, 159 new teachers have 
requested bridge resources.  This is in addition to the 246 new supply requests received 
during conferences attended from August through December 2024.  All total,  we have 
sent supplies  to 461 teachers to teach 20,555 students as of June 30, 2025. 

Surveyed teachers have reported seeing their students improve their math, teamwork, 
focus, and logical reasoning skills thanks to the game.  

Jump Start Bridge has also brought bridge to year-end student games and bridge-centric 
camps. As part of our further expansion, we already have various teachers’ conferences 
booked for Summer/Fall 2025 where teachers can sign up. 

Additionally, some of our teachers have also requested personal skills development 
lessons, while others have ordered further handbook resources for their classrooms.  

Feedback 

Here’s some of the wonderful feedback we’ve received from our Jump Start Bridge 
teachers: 

• “This is a fabulous program.  The resources are so thorough.  With slides, 
videos, booklets – and the whole package of boards, cards, backpacks, awards, 
certificates are more than I ever imagined.” 

• “The materials and also the bags to keep their workbooks in made them very 
happy and proud to be learning something most people aren’t doing.” 

• “I have been asked by the Superintendent of Schools to have bridge clubs in all 
the schools.  I will add one more in the Fall.” 
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Our Future 

Jump Start Bridge wants to see bridge taught in schools across the United States. With 
practical resources that outline bridge lessons for traditional in-school  teachers, we know 
that any teacher can use our materials to connect  their classrooms and students with 
bridge. 

Attached are statistics and testimonials that reveal the successes we’ve achieved with 
your help and our plans for the coming year. 

We’ve come a long way since the Summer of 2023, and hope to see our initiative grow even 
further. 

With the support of our wonderful sponsors and teachers, bridge can grow to become the 
game that inspires and connects classrooms everywhere. Bridge is what all the cool 
teachers are doing! 

On behalf of everyone involved in Jump Start Bridge, thank you for your support! 

 

Patty Tucker 

Director, Jump Start Bridge 
patty@jumpstartbridge.org 
404-735-4779 
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Program Details Remainder of 2025 
July through December 2025 

Training 

• School Teacher Training 

• A school teacher training event was held in Branch, Arkansas on June 13, 
2025.  Four additional gifted teachers signed up to conduct classes this Fall. 

• We are soliciting more opportunities to train school teachers . 

• Huntsville’s gifted coordinator assisted us in putting together a proposal 
which has been sent to all our teachers teaching the program (asking them to 
share with their city or county decision makers). 

• The proposal was also mailed to any coordinators or decision makers who 
visited our conference booths. 

• Bridge Player Training 

• We are conducting a class for bridge players to learn how to promote the 
program, and 

• Assist at local classes at the  ABTA conference and the NABC in July. 

• Booth Organizer Training 

• Philadelphia NABC 

• ABTA Summer Conference 

Marketing 

• In partnership with ACBL, filming and interviews will be done at the Youth NABC 
Thursday-Saturday 

Program Teaching Material 

• The video Home Page has been updated. 

• Jump Start Bridge 1 videos are listed as thumbnails with a suggested path of 
progression. We have added an introductory video which heads the list, 
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giving the teachers options about how to introduce concepts  if they feel the 
need to go slower for their classrooms. 

• Future class series will follow the same format as JSB 1. 

• Jump Start Bridge 2 is complete.  Content contains Overcalls, Takeout and 
Negative Doubles, and Opener and Responder rebids.  It will be available on 
the JSB website by July 1, 2025 and in-print by July 15, 2025. 

• Jump Start Bridge 3 is nearly finished (teacher manual is in process).  JSB 3 
contains NT Raises, Stayman and Jacoby, Planning the Play, and  NT Leads.  It 
will be completed by August 31, 2025. 

• Jump Start Bridge  4 is in the draft phase.  We have requests for some basic 
defense.  Target date is December 31, 2025. 

• Support Videos being added to the Website. 

• Video of someone signing up for guest membership. 

• Video of someone ordering supplies. 

SWAG for the Students 

• Do the Math Pencils 

• Do the Math Stickers 

• Do the Math Sticker Page 

• Reached out to Jude Goodwin who will donate her time and expertise to help. 

• Need more content for Jude to drive the design of stickers. 

• Other 

• Waiting for additional feedback on Pencils and Stickers (both were 
inexpensive).  Early feedback is positive. 

• Spanish Version of JSB 1 Sharon Smith spearheaded locating a translator and 
facilitating his work on this project.  The Spanish version is complete and in 

review.  Target release date July 15, 2025. 
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Summer Projects Sponsored by JSB 

• Year-end Student Games  (Report attached from Kalispell & Huntsville) 

• Huntsville 98 students 3 elementary schools were involved.  
• Kalispell 108 elementary students  held at a local bridge club. 
• Salt Lake City 24 students 3rd through 6th grade. 
• Salt Lake City district (3 schools) -56 students 3rd through 6th grade attended. 

 
• Bridge Club/Community “Come Play Cards With Us” Open House 

• Birmingham AL – June 2, 2025 – Marginal success 
• Atlanta GA – July 13, 2025 
• Denver CO – July 27, 2025 
• 5 additional Open Houses planned in AR, AZ, CA, IN, and MT 

 
• Summer Camps for Kids 

• Shreveport LA – 7 students 
• Live Oak TX – 32 students 
• Bay AR – scheduled for June 23-27 
• Lebanon KY -17 students  
• Orlando FL – scheduled for last week in July. 

 
• Test Score Data 

• We have “Mapping” data from one of our schools  which includes students 
who have been learning and playing bridge after school for  three years.  A 
major university is overseeing the work of some graduate students to detect 
correlations they might discover.  To be available: no later than August 31, 
2025. 

• Core Math Standard match-up to JSB 1 Class Material 

• An area math teacher is enthusiastically tackling this project, and it will be 
completed by end of July, 2025 
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Summer Projects (continued) 

• Federal and State Grants 

• There are many foundations that have grants available for projects focusing 
on education and/or children.  We need to find them AND find someone who 
is experienced in applying for grants. 

• Revisit the possibility of an NSF grant. 
 

Conferences Booked thus far for Summer/Fall 2025 

• Math conferences 

• National Council of Teachers of Mathematics – GA  
• North Dakota 
• Idaho 
• Texas 
• Colorado – June 12-13 
• Ohio 
• Washington 
• Florida- June 13-14 

• Gifted conferences 

• National Association for Gifted Children – PA 
• Illinois 

• Possible Conferences 2025/2026 School Year (TBD which will attend) 
• Alabama 
• Arkansas 
• Colorado 
• Connecticut 
• Indiana 
• Kansas 
• Louisiana 
• Maine 
• Massachusetts 
• Mississippi 
• North Carolina 
• Rhode Island 
• Vermont 


