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Inaugural Jump Start Bridge Student Essay Contest

The Jump Start Bridge initiative was created in 2023 to encourage and support school
teachers in introducing bridge to their students. Through classroom materials, teacher
support and student engagement, the program helps young people discover the joy,
challenge, and connection that bridge can offer.

This inaugural essay contest honors Mike Levine, a philanthropist, inventor and
accomplished bridge player from Boca Raton, Flonda. Mike has supported numerous
bridge-related efforts, including Jump Start Bridge, bridge documentaries, research,
youth programs, and more. He has also made meaningful contributions bevond bridge,
including support for education, community projects and charitable causes, In addition
to his philanthropic work, Mike 15 credited with major innovations including digital video
recording, the programmable thermostat and the microprocessor, and he holds
approximataly B0 patents, As a bridge player, he has earned eight NABC+ titles, three
national anline titles and a silver medal in world competition.

The Jump Start Bridge student essay contest was created to give young players a volce,
a chance to share what bridge has meant to them, what they have learned and how the
game has affected their lives. It is our pleasure to dedicate this first collection of essays
in Mike's honor.

The winning e=ssayist will be presented with The Mike Levine Legacy Award at the
Youth NABC in Minneapolis.

We hope you anjoy reading these reflections from the next generation of bndge players.

Essay Prompt

Tell us what bridge means to you! What do you enjoy about bridge? What
have you learned? How has bridge connected you to others?

The contest was open to Jump Start Bridge students durning the 2025-
2026 school year. Students were Invited to write a short essay, in their own
words, responding to the prompt above.
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Alddon | 4th Grade Gifted

Bridge Essay

gy Aigdon | NG_—

I'm arranging my cards, counting my high card points, and visualizing
everyone else's hands. As the dealer bids, my brain gets an image of
averyone's cards. My mind sorts through the information. There is much
more to Bridge than just playing a normal card game. To me Bridge means
learning and connecting.

In Bridge; I've realized that you don't just learn Bridge, but you also
discover valuable life lessons. | have learned how to count high card points
and keep track of frump. Teamwork skills with my pariner during bidding |
have also leamed. A Bridge Iife lesson that | leamed was going big is not
always better. During bidding, you need to carefully analyze your cards
before making a high bid, otherwise, you won't be able to keep your
contract. In life, you must carefully analyze situations before making
decisions. Bigger is not always better.

Connections to others are vital in Bridge. In Bridge, you connect with
your partner and your opponent. Do they raise the bidding high or keep it
low? Do they use their trump conservatively or do they spend it quickly?
What information am | giving and receiving? These connections help me to
develop strateqy, and that is my favorite part of the game.

As the dealer bids one spade, and everyone else passes. I'm sitting
with twenty three high card paints. My partner passed though, which is nol
a good sign. | have to make the decision, Do | pass, or raise the bidding?
This Is the strategy that makes Bridge enjoyable. | just started playing this
year, and | have already leamed many lessons. ['ve even taught my family
how to play. Now you know whal Bridge means to me. What does it mean
to you?
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Aleina | 3rd-5th Grade

What does bridge

mean to me
- Aleina [ IEGGG

" a four player strategic card played with a regular 52 deck of cards game
divided between two partners who sit opposite to each other.” Now that's the dictionary
definition but to me #t means so much more.

To me it means a table game filled with teamwork, skill, challenge, and
Intellect.

For me bridge Is an escape from regular classes. On top of that

bridge is a place for me to think intuitively and show off our schools hard

work that we practice every day with Miss Allen. Additionally bridge is a game for me
to play with my friends and sometimes even against them. Not to mention it teaches
children communication skills and gives our brains a workout

Bridge is also a game which helps me and have fun

in one fast paced table game. Furthermore bridge is a game where i can

axpress my love for table games and gate. On top of that bridge is a game for me 1o
learn hands-on experience while still having fun. Finally to me bndge is Bright
Remarkable Insightful Dynamic Great Edifying table game.

For some people bridge |s just a card game that somea people know and some people
dant but for me it is so much more. - thank you
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Alena | 4th Grade

Go fish is really fun but not as fun as bridge with your friends. Bridge is s0
fun but the bad thing is you need four players and if you don't have four
players you need a dummy or two. My friends and | don't like playing with
three or two players because we think it is more fun with four players
Things that | don't ike about bridge is that aces beal everything and so that
means f your team doesn't get any aces the other team can win four fimes.
Things | like about bridge is that it is really fun and | can teach other people

in my family and | can teach my frignds who don't know what bridge is.

Fape d W WiW e L e N dge o g



Pefiis: Liswinias Legaey Avnard Edshyn

Dawson | 6th Grade

Hi Patty, my name is Dawson [l ' am in 6th grade, | am a student at
kallespell Middle School. Today | want to take time and explain to you what
bridge means to me. | enjoy bridge because when | first started playing, it
reminded me of when | was in 4th grade. We had a cribbage tournament that
was really fun. My partner and | won the class tournament and got to go to the
city tournament in Kallespell with about & different schools. Even though we
didnt place against all the other schools, we did really well and it was fun to
experience a real tournament in 4th grade. So when we started bridge, | knew
| was going to love it. When my teacher first introduced bridge, | thought it
would be really fun, and | was right. The first game we played, we got to sit
wherever we wanted. We could talk, have fun, and just play with no
interruptions. But as we got more advanced at the game, we had to be quiet
and play llke you would in a real tournament. | actually liked that better
because it helped me focus and think. After that, my partner and | started to
win trick after trick. We worked really well together, and it brought us closer.
One time, my friend and | were playing against another student and the
teacher, and we won even though we didn't make the bid! We had about 24
high card points, which helped us take most of the tricks and we won seven to
six which was a close game . and on Thursday April 23, me and my partner
Ashlyn played relly well, but not well enough to get 1st, 2nd, or 3rd but we did
get 7th out of 35 groups of people. Bridge has taught me a lot. It has helped
me think guickly because you always need to be ready with a card to play .
How to work well with others, because you need a strong relationship with
your partner to play well. It has also helped me become more independent,
since you can't talk or help each other during the game. If | got the chance to
go to Minneapolis, | would definitely take it because | love playing bridge with
my friends and family, Playing with my family is relly fun. Bridge is really fun to
teach aswell, And it has brought us closer together. Now, most nights, we sit
around the table and play bridge and cribbage together as one big family.
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Felicity | 3rd Grade

Have you ever wonderd how you can leam things and conect your self 1o others |ust by playing
brige. Now you are proberly wondering what brige is [t is 2 card game but unlike other card
games there is a place to play it called the brige club. You still can play it at hema though. | play
at the brige club and playing brige is hard but also really fun you get to meat new peaple and
make new frends. Brige is not anly fun for mesting people it is for making people happy
because a |of of peophke thera are old and alone 50 you should be kind. They also have tnps to
g0 on because you can play brige any where and one of the irips were going to phikdelphia and
I met & ot of new people like my partlemer named Aurther we had a lot of fun playing together. |
really enjoy playing brige because brige is not only a card game it is & game thal helps you
meat penpla
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Jax | 6th Grade

What Bridge Means to Me
By Jax [ NE—_-

Bridge is so fun and | love to play itl There are so many things | enjoy about playing the
game, one of the many things | enjoy about Bridge is playing and hanging out with my friznds.
This Is fun because we know sach other 50 well that we can communicate without talking.
Anather reason | enjoy playing bridge |s the bridge teachers, Our bridge teachers are Ann and
Susan: they are awesame! Anyilme we mess up or we need help, they are willing to help us
with anything. They even taught me what cross roughing is, and |t heiped a lot Me and my class
ahways play on Tuesdays and on that day | can't wait untll =econd period 1o play bridge with my
friends and teacher.

| have [gamed a tot about Bridge with Ann and Susan. | have never playad Bridge in my
life, 50 it was a whole new exparience for me. But It was super fun 1o leam and piay, Ann, Susan
and my teacher, Mrs. Steale, taught me evanything | know about Bridge, and | can tell thar theay
are very good and expenencad. | have also learmed how to be a good Eammate. | am very
competitve and | don't fike o lose, but Bridge s fun and | know | can just play again tomarmow,

My class and | went on a super fun fisld trip to the Flathead Valley Bridge Center to play
a toumament against each other. The games were very fun and me and my partner got fifth
place! We didnt get an award but it was very fun to play together in a real tournament. Mow me
and my frends even play durng school ke in math. In that ourmament | leamed a lot oo, |
fearned what the X and the double ¥ cards mean. | hope | can go agaln o the Fiathead Valley
Bridge Centar

Bridge lsn't just fun, It also connects me to others, | love to play with my friends, and we
also sometimes play it at lunch because we all love it. Even though we can't 1alk during the
game, it 15 now easy 1o tell what yvour partner has from what they place down. In conclusion |
love bridge because it connects me to others, and it is a super fun strategic game.
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Josaphat | 3rd-5th Grade Pagelof 2
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Josaphat | 3rd-5th Grade Page 2of 2
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Kate | 6th Grade

ware
Sl2ranza
Mrs. Sheala’s Math

I ove Bridge. The teachars ams s nlcs and tha game is 80 fun, plus | kve the thirking
part, Actually, €% & love-hate relstionship. I'm not sure whal [ enioy most abouwl paying, bul | Eke
aeeing what cards | heve and havw the game tums ouf; meking kids, aven thaugh i's hard
ecmetmeas; and Sguring out what 1o da, plis meklng inferences aboul e olher playars’ carde
baged on whet they play, | have kamed most-ish of the detsds und ways 1o pley bridpe along
with thirge about the othar players and oame math skills, Bidga ats me prastice math and
know rrore shoul diffarent peaples, To me, bridge medns the chance io have fun, play & gama,
ks with my friends, and do seme thinking.

It connacks me to many athacs In many ways, cne peeson baing my partnar, wWhosvear
thaad rright be, becauss | gel bo talk to them, ses how they play, and hve fun with them. Whan |
plry with somaons new or sbma new pecpls who | dont usuaily play with, | get the same
appertuniies and a chance to make new friends. Alo, It connects rme o the bridges leachers
becaues they teach me how bo play, betier end betier, and | keam mere about tham. | connacts
iz Loy vty pesdl b besscher too. Bomotirnes she plays with wal and gh's really fun and good ot
fha gama, Sha's awasome, and 've gotten to connact with her more becalisa of bridge. Some
athar peoole It connactad me with ware the people who halped aut 81 the bridge competiion al
the brioge center, | onby maf them briefly, bet | could el they wer really nlcs,

The geme has made a dffersnce o my e Bnd communily in mukipls waygs, Mot only
was | 8 bridpe student this wear in sladh grade, where § waa basically mqulred {even @ 1§ wean, |
walld stil de 1), but & few slher Kds and | wers In @ bedge club in fifth grada 1o, Evan though |
slaried o bif |ate, | leamed a lot, got the gist of the game, and had somathmg fun to do alte
sotiood, radhar than jisl laying around borad ol my houss (1 was rsly R,

Also, this yesr | lsamad a ipf, e how 1o bid, becauzs they Radn't really gones avar thing
in the bridge club. And svan though nars of my family ows how o play, | can now feach them
wred vy friende snd ihiss have & new game 1o-play, Plus | mal new paaple and had & good fme
with my frianda. Playing bridge is a really fun pastme for me. It imvolves tiinking, working
togethar, calsuiations, and risi Lots of nsk. i's swesoma. | love bridga.

Fape 10 r v surehalnitbhridge oo g
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Kessner | 6th Grade

kossnot I
Brdge: A Pattwey

Whan | bramad how o play bridgs, I8 opsned up oppomendies | didn' o wee e, |
firsl faamcd newy b play bridpe | fith greda, The kids 0 B program pat o opecial intreduction
5o bridgo. Thare was moee bma fof cne-or-one lesming and e games wera all proctices, ao (i
waE B judgament and slrass frap environmond. | think this s $e bes) way for Eids o lsam. Since
wa sharied near the snd of the yess, wa didn't gal o Anlsh lesming how o play. Wa didn't loarm
Fiow i bl prapadly, Ba whan my sidh grads mam ieached il we wire pong 1o leum brdgs, |
wae excited foe aredhar opporlunily o lesm how 3 plisg the who's game

Busan and Ang worn grest leachars who mado sure b hop around from lable-to-tabde
b g evsryane, even though I was & ull dlasa | Think 1 |5 espacaly enazing that they cevola
a1 anting dsy innee mes 8 weak o help kids laarm & gams het B ot fomaftan By nss
genensions. | think bridge has belped me connecs more $o people | didn'l reely know before we
siarted. Hack when we slared | did net know meny pacpls inmy cless gxcapldor pocale B |
hed amady goné o sskoal with, Piaying bridge, my parter walld always swllch, 5o | had o
new partner #any fime: Thats when ans day | had a partner names Blanca Ve mally hisd fun
together and now wo are vesy close Fends, | think bridga halped ma banch ouf and (L mede
math =ase wery fun.

Alag, ity parends think Fs cool | heve learned ko play bridge besouss iney sald that ey
dicdn't get Sl apparurdy, #nd Bey think 1's phenoménsl al ks gat o learm fow o pley. card
grente that connect them o thes famiy. Many kids do not grow up in houses [l mine, whene
familfers would play 8 card or boobrd gamie every night. Thats wiv '8 especially cool for tham to
et bo play &t sohond when they might nat haws nonmady had e chenca. Brdgs aleo eormacs
e b iy Tamily, Cre of my Greal Greadmies disd o shorf e @lar | wes bom, end my disd
says thet whan hie wes [itfe he would sIt around tha tabla &t fair bouse and watch bar play!
briclge all dai. He says that I she was alve § wouk! have mads Bor happy 1o ke that ors of
her great grandikids oveEs bo do one of the rmany thing e fkat mads har appy. Also two Grast
Grondmas on my modhar's side pleyed bridge as el

Some thngs | enjoy about Bridos when we are piayving 1 differ depaading on what kind
of arytronment Pm in, Whess we ane playing whan we st hava scma el Sime and deal ol
gaime canda, Il s lun bocause you don't [ave 1o be senaus wilh yolr Irendss and somatmes you
can gt & very good hend. One examole of {his B wian my Flends and | were al @ eblo bot thal
day wa i hawie ary bridg bonrds a0 wix gol tedaal tham from hand. It was fun for ma
Becauss | pot 19 poinits! | sleo anjoy a saricis envimnmanl o | cen feous and achally play the
geme. s good b have fun, buf mel oo much fun, when you went 1o pley 8 game serously,

Tharefode, [ think bridga can mean cferend things o &ferent people depending on wiml
srmvirorment ey B of whal sxparances they hava hisd wWith tha gomes. Face-o-feca
inletaation i scarte thike days ond mos! peopie are gotling lout In acmesns, 5o 1L Engomant
that we don't kosa the art of bridge. Theee ts a ot of siretegy 1o ba lesmed mathermabcally,
socially, and darperaanally. Thied s also why | Shink that irip 1o NABG would pot only be
amazing, but | believe & would be a ence in a kfetfne exporionce snd a greal way 1o eam. | also
Shirvkc it woad e fun o see b ofier people pisy brickge, | Bk I wolld be Incredioly beneficisl
far rme o go and poclcipeio ino bridge compalition., | ihink b 15 an asesome apparunily, and |
woud e efemeily gratefu o ave |
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Kyleigh | 3rd Grade
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Laina | 4th Grade

Brnidge is the best game in the existence of card games. First, bridge
leis us see our friends after school. This is the greatest because some of
us don't see our friends out of school very often. Second, it helps us with
math and strategy. We learn math by counting our high card points and we
learn strategy by bidding and playing. Learning strategy by bidding 1s one
of my favorite parts about playing bridge. It can teach you strategy because
you have to consider your partner’s bid and your two opponents’ bids. You
have to consider your high card points (HCP) then you can make a bid.
That's one reason that it’s one of my favorite parts of bridge. It also makes
our brains stronger. Lastly, being dummy is my absoiute favorite because
when we are dummy we just get to put out the cards and eat while our
partner is handling both hands. All in all, bridge is the most amazing game
in the entire Omniverse, That's why | love it so much.

Sincerely,

Lasna I

Wi Enpelartandpe o W Fape 13
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Marley | 4th Grade

On My Toes with Bridge
Mariey I

| bolied down the haliway on a Monday afternoon. My sneakers were squeaking
against the checkered floor. This was the moment | had been counting down to since
my first class. It was Bridge time. | love Bridge because it keeps me on my loes and
challenges me to use my knowledge In evary play.

Bridge keeps me on my toes end forces me to use everything | know about the
game in every single play, For example, when | was playing Bridge with my friends. &
new suit was played. Like ahways, | carefully studed my hand. When | realized that |
had no cards in that suit, | used everything | knew about the game and skelched a plan
in my head When i was my fum to lay a card, | g'nnlnedm:lgentty placad a trump card
on the table. This shows that when you stay on your toes, you can use your knowledge
of the game o win tha trick

Bridge is a fun and exciting game, and it akes a ot of concentration. | love
Bridge because il challenges me 1o think carefully dunng every play. | erjoy it. end il is
my favorite part of Monday. That is why Bndge is so imporant to me.

Fape 14 W v surehalnitbhridge oo g
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Mathew | 3rd Grade

Mathew I
My Bridge Essay

Bridge is like having people to help you win as many
tricks as you can. In the bridge tournament, | learned about
trump suites, trumps, overtrumps, tricks and bridges. I
enjoyed having a teammate and the feeling of placing cards
down and winning tricks. I also enjoyed participating in the
bridge tournament and it was a lot of fun. 1 have connected
with a student named Charlie and got to know more about
her., Twas learning about students from Triple A. We were
winning a lot of games at the bridge tournament, We got
cards, pencils, stickers and keychains.

We once got eleven tricks and we also won ten in games.

il jLEfpelarthndpe o W Paps 15
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Mohammad | 6th Grade

BRIDGE

Bridga: Bridge is very imporant o my Iife. | love |t when people visit us and leach us
about bridga, When they come on Tuesday, I'm the happiest parson in the world. Why do people
ask¥ Bacausa it taaches ma and so many other people about bridge And especially math.

Bridge tournament: I'm so excited that my class and so many other students are going to
this bridge tournament. Even § | wanna win there alol mom sluff that is better than winning, You
can maet new peapla which brings me to my next tople.

Maating new peaple: bridge 5 about having fun meeting new people. If you stick with
2-3 friends you'ne probabiy gonna be bored, So bridge Is about mesting new paople. If you meat
new paopla you're gonna have an awesome time learn about different people and have fun with
your new friends.

What did | leamn : | learnad that bridge Is a vary hard game to leam but when you get the
hang ol Il you're gonna have an awesome time. | leamed you can't talk to your pariner. | learmed
when you sit down chaclk if north is north and soulh s south and essl s east and wesl Is west,
And a bunch mors things from Susan and Ann.

I'wanna go lo a bridge lournament. because | wanna meet new friends. Also get better
al the game. While I'm there | hopa | can sea Susan and Ann. Why? you may ask because they
taught ma how to play. | wish we could bridge every dey but sadly we can't.

Fape 16 W v surehalnitbhridge oo g
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Nora | 6th Grade

Bridge

HI, my nima is Nom Bech from Kalizpell Middle Schaol. This year was the firgt time 've ever played
biddge, But [ have been faught so well thut § am oble to sy this, bridge is expressing bow you fiecl with no
W, Yioar Ay ot bow cord boping, trusting sour paciner will play high. Bvea if you Lese o friek,
hride teught me that it ckay to lose a5 the game 1557T over yet. When | chose s new patner oot
koo ing Lo they play bridge or knowing it pereon, was a grest opportunity to mest new poople,
Bridge showed me how to work with other poople, and soon enough, we becmne botber friends than we've
ever been, Brodpe tso't just s pume, i0s & life skill In Bridge von need to legm boow fo place vour eards in
Bostrateine wiy, thats why it hes helped me coneentrate onope thne 6 e time, Each card you play 13 0
hrpe sk, you nre constantly lesting yvour eck. You sever truly koow if you hove mnde the nght chaoice.
Andd thitt's why | quickly tell in love with this game. Ifs not lile playing any ether cerd geme, vou plece
onr gard derem in u modom suit boplog, vour paaer ey gt yowr back, bu wein theres more. Your luck
& balaneing on o tghl vope, thoughis will o theough your momd during the gamse, wondermg iF you kid
foo high or ged bipgh enousd, wondering iCthis pame is oves or 0 vou will Aght o tee cnd.

iottinge to know the gune wee extremely rough forme. 1 couldn't understand how e put two and
twrir fozothen, Then we storbed bedding, nnd that ot me very excitad, T atarted bidding a four of dianeasds,
which lef) miy panner clugless, Whot vwas 1 (thinking? Bridge is 8 very sorene pone, only for the most calm
minda. Some may sgy, but 15 yow get w koow me | am the very opposits of that, T can't conwol anyihing,
Hridge is salm, reluxing and very wild all of once. Cnee you pick up vour hand of eards the strateny
bepins, After | bid o four of dismssds o the st tine, i only ook secosds before e paine WS s 1y
hands, so close 10 the finish. With another win comes anather day,

Adicr our ficld trip at the Bridge Caner fn Kuntivped] Munimng 1 went Tome pod told niy

mom /il aboul it Tonly menaged o got o participation awmsd, bul thae best pan was seeing the dmile on
e ether Kids' foccs that wort. O OF the main reagona why [ w0 lnppy fer them s bocause we 2l

staried from seratch, =0 watehing my elassmates win gt ploce bronght me joy,
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Oliver | 3rd-5th Grade
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Raelyn | 4th Grade

What bridge means to me:

By: Raelyn NI
A" Grade

Bridge means so much o me. IU's fun, its entertaining, and it can bring
gcommunities togathar.

My favorite part of the game Is just playing. It's so fun to play a game you love
with your friends who enjoy the game just 8s much as you do. It is also a very
fun yet complbicated experience. Itis the perfect amount of hard and easy. It is
reglly just perfection. |t takes a while to get 8 hang of the game but after a bit,
It is g0 much fun.

All in gll, bridge is absolutely amazing end Everyone should give it a try. Bridge
means so much ta me. What does bridge meaan to you?
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Ray | 6th Grade

Why | Love Bridge
By: Ray I

Al firsl, Dridge was hard for me. | did not knew Row to open or mspand B a bid nor how
to play & trick. | kept messing up my bids and playing the wreng cards, But | stuck with it and
soon caught on and got better, and batter. | had brilliant bridge eachers and a love for the
game,

At K.MS, (Kalispell Middia Schoal) | am lusky to have two great bridge tsachers who
coma every Tuasday, Ms. Susan and Ms. Ann, along with my wenderful math teacher Mrs.
Steele. Thay have taught ma how the gamea works and how to play i, | was recenty on the
school math team, and we would piay bridge whenaver we had exira Ume, and it connecled me
with other kids on the team. | also recentty wenl to & bridge toumament with my sixth grade
class. My partner, Benthay Barkley, and | iost three games and won four bul we still came oat
victorious and got first place because we scored a lol of palnts. My friends Camden and
Muhammad won six games and lost one bul scored fewer points. Semeathing funny ks that in the
newspapar ey wrode down Quinlin Hicks name wha |5 three grades older than ue Inslead of
Benlly's name as my partner,

I have always loved sirategy games so brdge has been o fun for me. | love bridge
bacausa | gat io use my biain (o figure oul what cards are in other people's hands. | play chess
with ry parents and sister, which is a slrategy game loa, | wanl to Weach them how o play
bridge because | think itis a ot more fun.

In-January, | starded Brazilian Jio Jitsu which requires lots of patience and strategy while
fighting and training. Sadly, | have had to take a break from it unlil June because | broke my
collarbone. Whan | broke |, [ eould not do basebal, Ju Jitsu, or frack, but | colild stll play
bridge.

| also grew up playing card gamas with my family. My grandma taught ma how to play
pamas like Crazy Eighls, King's in Ihe Comer, and Spoons, while my other grandma laught me
how to play Cribbage. Sha |s isaming oridge too rght now and | eannot wait to play with her |
did not know this until recently, but two of my other relatives were really great bridge players as
wall. My great great grandma lived to be 105 yvears old, and she regulardy played bridge. | also
|us! found aul thal my graat aunt Marion played too and was an expert playar. | guess loving
bridge rung in the family.

Spoaking of my family, they actually five in Minnesctal Afler | moved o Montana | have
only baan able to sea tham onca or twice a year, So it would ba 2o nice to see them apgain in
July, and | could play bridge with my grandma,

| love bridge, and i | had the opportunity to go to Minneapolis, Minnesota (where | am
originatly from} and play in the YNABC | would be 50 happy. | would be wanderful to ses my
family again. If | could go fo the championahip, | would be able to meet other kids who love
bridge just as mech as | do.

=Youwrs sincerzly, Ray
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Sam | 6th Grade

Bridge and Me
ay sarnuel I

The ward gome Bridge 15 moove than [ust a game old people play, ot o garme for all
ages. AT firvst 1T seemmed really hard 0 understand because there are 50 many rules and 1ot
of detalis There are a lot of res that you have to rermembet, such as bidding, and you have
e rememnber all oF them. But once you storl 1o get 1k W is really fantashic VWith good
Teartmwork, You win The Tritks

Tre most important thing Bridge hos taught me 1S fearmwork, You have a partner. 5o
you cont just Tivnis obou yoursels, You have to trust your carimey and fry o flgure oub what
They are thirking without taltimag | think that's tool because you have 1o find cut what your
pariner is communicating 1T you don't work, togetmer, you prooonhy wort win, Bridgs alse
rmaties you condentrate, fhink strategically and DO THE MATH! '3 not just about ludk like
other cord gormes You have 1o fhink, guess what is going 1o happen Sometimes, you have 1o
guess what cards other people have which tan be havd kor me | feel accomplished when you
miake @ smart move and 11 works

Flaying bridge can te frustrating sometimes, [f you mess up. \t can malse you lose
the rounc. Bridge teaches you o be patfent ond keen rying even when i's hard. | have hod a
pretry amazing experience with my Bridge coaches Susan and Arm. They are great and they
helpad mie Improve my game each week, My teacher alse helped me understand bdding and
respatiding To My partrier Bridge 15 50 great for oll ages because It requives broin power,
which ali ages benaft from: In my opinion | Hhink that more card and board games should be
inchided In schocis and at horme instend of phones and cotmputers.

in the end Bridge has tought me obout teamwork, staying focused, and not giving
up. Bven though ledring Bricge 15 hard at first, 1¥'s o preity fun game that helps you think,
foster ond work better with other people Bridge 15 more than o garve; i¥s strategic
Althaugh | sl hink that bridge s meant for prople that are really smart, due 1o 1075 of
ruhas, and 1§ you t‘rwf o learmy the gGama, it s p-:}saﬂ'ﬂe, Iy conchusioer 'E.!"u:l.HE' 150 game far
everyone who loves to spend Hime with athers and enjey commiuniiy commadery, Overall, the
influande of physical garmes \s benefidal for our brans and 15 o great way 1o legrn patiende,
stroteqy. and teamwark,
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Serena | 8th Grade

Learning Bridge to Learn Life Lessons
By Sercna [N

Like |ife, the game of bridge requires practioe and work by communlcatbon, decision making, falling, and
leaming more. When Mre. Thomas told 13 we'd bave o goest teacher belping us leam a card game and
M. Susan shirted exploining how to som cands, | definitely found myself on an unexpected joumeyl

Some of my first lessnmns through the Jump Start Bridges program tught me 1o communieate clearly.
Befome we could even have cands in our baod, we had to learn the vocabulary of the geme. Tricks, bids
and singlenns wene |ust the beglontng. Then, wo started e play ogethor, You sl Four parsser ms 177 to
commumicate about high eards and pointe in subtle ways. During a hand when my panner and T definkedy
misread oae anothes’s clues, |=aw how communication [ke this camdes over Into my life. It & impocbmt
tor spreak, Bt alsn w e pod observe, Detsils maered in bridge and slso when | wrote smatls o my
teachers, [ibed oo my first job application sl wlked wmy friends about sclence projects, When 1
consider carefully what | want to say and lsten closely to other people, Twill win more hands in life, st
Iike In bridge.

Thmugh bridge | alao saw the importance of each choice. Sometimes in beidge [ wonder, “Should 1 play
iy bigh card or is the pexl pemon going to bive o higher card?™ 1 have to decide bosed on whist ['ve
noticed and sometimes with a willlngness to take a dsk. Sometimes, | choose pot to play my high card,
but then when the nest peeson plays o cand that is even worse, [think, *1 should have played my high
card!” The same thing happens outshde of bridge, When | had o decide I 1 would play tennks, mm eack,
of have fewer commitments in e spring, T didn't know what 1o do. T decided to play tennds aod am
cifoying the thme with dew fdends and new skifls, | deked something aod it changed my next steps, and
w1 get w make the next declslon as well = | can with the Information | hive,

As legsons continmed, 1 learmed thit in bridge and life, there ts always mone to leam. My math clags has
been taking lesoms once & week most of the year and every tme | think | bave 1t figured o, | see @ new
way o play & hand or & new mie to leam. A coopls weeks sgo, T got in the drivess sest of & car for the
(st time mad new 1T would (el st something | Um sure TH push the wrong pedal or pack acmss a line or
debwe 100 close o the edge of the roed someday, Jest ke o brdge, thoogh, every thime 1 fall, 1 can also
find a way to get back up from it and use my failore 1 swcceed the neat tbme. T also know my partver
forgives me when [ mizs a trick and [ forgive herwhen shie forgets to count cards. Maklng mistakes s a
chance to leam o make better declsions in the fugre,

Ad the amd of a game of bridge, we count the nimmber of tricks and congratulate the other toam no matter
what Then, T lmow we'll get to play agaln nest weal and thot if someone else wonts to play bridgs, U'm
prepaned tn communicate, make careful cholees, and recognize when 1 have somethiog new 1o leam!
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Teddy | 6th Grade

When | joined the bridge club, | wasnt axpecting it to be what it was | was
thinking It would be lke most other card games, and that's why | almast didn't join That
and ofher reasons fike my schadule, and that having & whole enlire club for one card
game seemed irivial. Almost pointiess. But when | was introduced to the word of
bedding, tncks, trumpsuils and so much more, | was easlly proved wrong. The bridge
club welcnmed me with open arms, since the people there are great along with the
coach, who usually has to dizal with an uneven amouwni of players when peaphs arg
absent. This means he usually has o play wo hands

| really do like brdge. For ane, its complexity, I'm in my third guaner and ['m still at
he tip of the iceberg. The only thing I'm positive of, ara the way the cards face whan the
iricks are over. And | still mess that up?! The whole bidding concept is so cool, with thirty
nine diffarent calts, each one saying something quite different abaut your hand, Like that
bidding 1 spade means 12 or more HCP and that you have five spades and you can win
al leas! seven trcks. It also means thal thal's the trump suit, and if you run out of cards
for the sult that's being played, then you can just play the trump suit and win the trick!
With so many different plays and ways to end up in the game, from having no face
cards, or only facecards, the game is very complicated.

Another reason why | love bridge, is how you predict people’s moves. You can
figure oul just based on your hand, the dummy's hand, and what's bean played to figure
out what cards are in your opponents’ hands. You can el based on their opaning bid
wihat thelr strongest suit is, and you can tell based on how thay respond o cartain cards
or evan f they can't play a card of the matching sult what their weak spot is, | love how
predictable bridge can getl, and how much it falls in your favor. Especially when you
reslize they're out of one sull. On lop of predicting, there's also communicating. Your
bids communicate with partners, and same with when you play soma cands and how

high the number on the card is.

Civar wirder break, | got to visit my 83 year old grandpa. | vislt him only one of two
times & year, 50 | savor every chance | can gel with him, My grandpa also plays bridge,
which makes my time with him more enjoyable, | feel like every tima | play bridge with
hirm. it brings us closer together. And maybe this bond will become greater when | fully
learn how to play bndge. He aven showed me a great place to do onling bridge, and
taught me a couple ticks., (not irick meaning play in bridge, but things you can do in
bridge),

Bridge really is not what | expected. Bridge isn't just a cand game, it brings people
together. | made new friends at bridge club, and I'm now closer logether than aver with
my grandpa. Il may be taking me a long time 1o understand, but when | get all iha rules
down, it'll be even mare fun. I'm glad | started piaying bridge, and | hope to still be
wlaying whan I'm B3, like my grandpa. And an extra bonus - It's fun!
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Tenley | 4th Grade

Bridige Essay
By: Tenley N

| study the cards in my hands, trying 1o remember what bas already been played.
My parmer places her card on the @mhie. | have to decide if | should frost the signal or
play my best card. In that one moment. everything comes down to confidence, focus,
and partnership. Bridge 15 more than just a card game to me, it 5 a fun way to think,
learn, and grow,

It ok me a while 10 i2arm how (0 piay bridge. At first the game seemead simple,
but every hand | was dealt became a new piece 1o a puzzle. The object of the game 15
to seore points by winning tricks by what pariners bid. This means | always have to
remember what has already been played or | could lose the trick. | am not the best at
that, but rm working hard at my memony skilks 10 become a bener player

Although | might not be the best yet, | enjoy playing bndge because it is an
engaging challenge and has taugnt me two important lessons. First, it hadped me leam
how o strategize with my cards. Next, the biggest lessan bndge taught me 15 teamwaork.
In the game, | have 1o trust my pariner and work tegetber 10 accomphsh a win, This is
spacial io ma because |t connects me o all kinds of students thar | might not have heaen
friends wath. 1 love that we all understand each other and | can be myseaif,

Owerall brdge brings challenges, teamwork, and life lessons. U is not just a card
pame, but a rewarding expenence that helps me academically grow and build
relanionships with others, | akvays ook forward to bridge club at my schoo and enjoy
the connections | made.
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Violet | 3-5 Grade

Mike Levine Bridge Legacy Award - Essay Contest
violet Il 5th grade
ASFL Elementary

Bridge means a lot to me, and | feel super lucky to have had the
opportunity to learn and play the game. | had so much fun playing with a
partner at the competition and getting to meet cther people who also love
to play bridge. | know that it was a lot of work to organize the competition
and am honored that the volunteers from the bndge community were
willing to set up, provide the materials, and spend time with us to oversee
and score our games. | love how bridge is a combination of strategy and
luck of the draw. VWhile leaming to play bridge, | learned the values of the
cards and vanous strategies for using different hands of cards, But the
maost important thing | learned through bridge was that happiness and fun
aren't found in winning, they're found In the playing of the game and
bonding with other people through the shared interest of the game.
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Zanna | 4th Grade

Hi, my tame s Zanna [ and | sm in the 4" geade at The Academy for Science and
Foreign Language. This year in our G A T.E. program we had the opportunity to learmn how to
play bridie. Now, allow me to share with you what bridge means (o me aod how it hos changed
my life.

| lowve a challenge, maybe not at first sometimes, but that's one thing | like about Bridge, The
gume chollenges me lo stay Tocused, calm, and think quickly. It has really helped me sirengthen
i use the coping skills that T have learned over the years,

| have loat mony times and that is okay, Losing, just like moking mistakes, helps me leam and

grow. My mom always savs to me, “Play with & purpose not with an attitude”.

PMlaving bridge makes me feel like | can be me, my real self, ind that I can connect with others.
In the past while playing games | did not always show the best sportsmanship. So, it has been a
challenge in the past (o connect with others when | played games. Bridge has helped me bridge
that gap, get it?

Inconchusion, when I first leamed about bridge, 1 was excited but nervous at the same time, but |
was ready to play. | became cager to learn and 1'm happy that 1 got to learn how to play brdge
this year. Now 1 have the skills to teach my family and friends! That's why bridge means so

irtich to pine!
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Zoe | 3-5 Grade

FAy Hard In Bridge

sy 7oc I

Bridge is 2 fun and educational card game that Eabsolulely love. 1t is ewciting and it can be
played by all ages. First, my favarite part is the different variety of ways a game can go. | alsa love the
adreraling and how evaryone is so polite and gracious. Second, bridge means a lot tame, it f% spmething
thet can join people together aven if it s just a game. Al my schaol everyone loves the game and we are

all appraciatee of It

Bridge means to me a hobby that peopie love, The game of bridge connects me to many other
people by sharing this fun hobiby, being able to refale by it, having a fun game o play with someons
else, and being able 1o teach someone this valuable skill, | have learned many rules, how 1o play, how to
have gracious professionatism, and why averybody loves this wonderful game, It has made my days a
fittle brighter and less boring, Bridge has an endless place inmy heart.

| appreciate this game and | coukd play it farever. For me playing & game for practice or fun is the
same A% 4 tolmament. The rules are the same and you should always play the same even Il you don'l
parn anythirg. | Tespect the peaple who are masters at this game and | cannot thank them enough for
coming to help us, My teacher and all of the volunteers wha help us, teach us, and take up thel time for
me with this wonderful game. This game means so much to me. Bridge allows me o express miyself
through cards, and it i my favorite game thal you can play with traditionat playing cards,
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Jump Start Bridge (158} is introducing the wonderful game of bridge toa whole new
peneration. Bridge combines math. problem-salving, teamwork and socialization in a fun,

competitive game that can be plaved for a lifetime.

Playing bridge resulis in improved logic and reasoning, math skills, and memory. Bridge
requires you to analyze the information you receive, translate that information inte a vision,
make a plan for success based on that vision, and leam {0 adjust that plan when additional
information becomes available - all basics of inferemtial thinking,.

Bridge enhances concentration, fosters teamwork and teaches social-emotional skills like
sporismanship and patience. Your gregtest sUccess as a bridge plaver often comes from
vour ability to depend on information from your partner when making decisions. Bridge
teaches a young player how to trust and communicate with others for mutual gain.

If you would like to help us expand so that more students can share in this wonderful
opporiunity, piease consider making a donation. 158 is a 501(c){ 3] organization and &ll
donations are tax-deductible. Many corporations match employee gifts. Check with your
campany to see it they will match. Scan the QR code balow for more information or visit
ey Jumpstartbridge.org and click on DONATE. For more information email / call Patty
Tucker: patty@jumpstartbridge.org / 404-T35-4779.

PLEASE DOMATE

"Bridge has got to be the best intellectual exercise out there, You're seging through
new situations every ten minutes... n the stock mearket you don't base your decisions
on what the market is doing, but on what you think is rationsl...Bridge iz about
weighing gainloss ratios, You're doing calcwlations all the time.”

Warmen BLifet

L




